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31 March 2019

Ms. Mechtild Rossler, Director, UNESCO World Heritage Center
M.Rossler@unesco.org

CC: Peter Shadie, [UCN World Heritage Department
peter.shadie@iucn.org

This letter is to express my grave concern about proposals to weaken regulations that limit emissions of
damaging pollution to Lake Baikal. The proposals of which I have become aware will increased permitted
emissions for substances such as sulfates, chlorides, and detergents, as well as nitrates and phosphates.

As the former President of the Association for the Sciences of Limnology and Oceanography and as director
of the Flathead Lake Biological Station with responsibility for monitoring of Flathead Lake (a large lake of
considerable regional importance), I am an expert in assessing and understanding the impacts of pollutants
on lake ecosystems and especially the impacts of eutrophication-causing nutrients, such as nitrates and
phosphates.

Lake Baikal is an ecosystem of global importance, as recognized by its UNESCO World Heritage status. |
visited Lake Baikal in 1990 and was able to experience first-hand its awe-inspiring scale, its amazing
endemic flora and fauna, as well as its outstanding water quality. I strongly urge UNESCO, and all those
connected to the management and protection of Lake Baikal, to do their utmost to prevent these measures
from being implemented. The damage to the health of Lake Baikal will be catastrophic and long-lasting.
This is a time when we should strengthening not weakening our protection for this priceless resource.

Sincerely,
\ \/"\I‘/{/"-\/’_—’

Jim Elser

Director, Flathead Lake Biological Station
Bierman Professor of Ecology

University of Montana

Polson, MT 5986

cc. Dr. Oleg Timoshkin
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Komy: I'-xe Meutmnsg Poccnep, nupexropy Lientpa Bcemupnoro Hacneaus FOHECKO
M.Rossler@unesco.org

Komus: ITutepy Llanu, Jlemaprament Bcemuproro Hacienus MCOII
peter.shadie@iucn.org

HacrosmmM mnuceMoM 51 BBIpaXkalo KpaiHIOW 00ECHOKOCHHOCTh OTHOCHTENBHO TPEIIOKEHHH 00
ocnabJeHNM HOPMATHBOB, OIPaHMYMBAIOIIMX BpPEAHBIE 3arps3HAIOIINE BBIOPOCHI B 03€po. OTH
NPEIUIOKEHUS], ¢ KOTOPBIM 51 O3HAKOMHJICS, IOBBICAT NOIYCTUMBIE 00BEMBI BEIOPOCOB TaKUX BEIIECTB,
Kak CyJb(daTsl, XJIOPUIBI M MOIOIINE CPEJICTBA, a TAKXKe HUTPATHI U pocdaTsl.

Kak ObBmIMKA mpe3usieHT AccolMallid MO0 HaykaM O JHMMHOJIOTUM M OKeaHorpaguu M JTUPEKTOp
Buonornueckoit crannuy Ha o3epe DIATXE], OTBETCTBEHHBIH 32 MOHUTOPUHT o3epa DidTxen (KpymHoe
03ep0, UMCIOIIEe BaXKHOE PETMOHANIBHOE 3HAYEHHE), sl SBISIIOCH JKCICPTOM B OICHKE M MOHUMAHHUU
BO3JICHCTBYS 3arpsA3HSIONIMX BEIISCTB HA O3EPHBIC 3KOCUCTEMBI M, OCOOCHHO, BO3/ICHCTBUS OMOTCHHBIX
BEIIECTB, BBI3BIBAIOIINX 3BTPOPHUKAIINIO, TAKUX KaK HUTPATHI U pocdathkl.

O3zepo baiikan sBigeTCS 3KOCHCTEMONH MHUPOBOTO 3HAUCHHMS, YTO MOATBEPXKIACTCS €ro CTaTyCOM OOBEKTa
BcemupHoro Hacnenuss FOHECKO. S moceman baiikan B 1990 r. u cMor jaudHO YOEAMThCA B €ro
BIICUATIIAIOUINX MacIiTabax, yIUBUTEIbHOM sSHAEeMUYHOU ¢nope U (ayHe, a TakkKe MPEBOCXOTHOM
kadectBe Bojbl. S HactostensHo mpusbiBaro FOHECKO wu Bcex, MMEIONUX OTHOIIEHHE K KOHTPOIIO U
oxpane o3epa baiikan, cmemaTp BCE BO3MOXKHOE /ISl NMPEAOTBPAIICHUS MPUHATHS 3THX Mep. Ymepo
COCTOSTHUIO 03epa baiikan oT HUX OyJeT KaTacCTpO(PUUESCKUM M MPOJOJDKUTENBHBIM. DTO BpeMs, KOTJIa MbI
TIOJDKHBI yCUIIMBATH, 51 HE 0CTIA0IATh OXpaHy 3TOro OECIIEHHOTO pecypca.

C yBaxxeHueM,
o ‘;—-—-‘A_/——\/q

Jxum Dicep
Jupextop Onosiornueckoit cranuu Ha o3epe Pnarxen, mpodeccop SIKOIOTHH
Yuusepcuret mrtata Monrana, . [Toacon, MT 5986

Konus: loxktopy Onery TuMmomkuny
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